
“declarations are not legally binding...
They are exactly what they are called, 

political declarations made by politicians 
with no legal status or force.”

Mary Lou McDonald, Sinn Fein
Irish Times, 22 December 2008

Downing Street Declaration, December 1993.
A document with no legal status.

Good enough for the IRA to announce a ceasefire.
Good enough to start us on the road to peace in Northern Ireland.

Declarations can be pretty forceful.


